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How much cassava is currently grown in Asia? How much next year?

FAO Stats
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Value of cassava trade and relative importance of cassava 
starch in global trade

Source: Comtrade

Global trade largely is Southeast Asia exporting to East Asia and Southeast Asia
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The regional value chain for cassava products involves large amounts of 
cross border trade



Cross border trade in fresh roots and dried chips (2016)



Cross border trade in cassava starch (2016)



Thailand
2017 = 83.4 million USD
2018 = 67.6 million USD

Vietnam
2017 = 21.3 million USD
2018 = 19.3 million USD

Cumulative monthly value of imports of cassava from Lao PDR 
(fresh or dried)
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Starch Exports
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What is cassava used for?



On the demand side – the market outlook for cassava in Asia needs to be 
considered in the context of substitutes in different applications

1. Global markets where cassava chips compete 
with other forms of carbohydrate for processing 
animal feed or ethanol such as maize, sorghum, 
wheat, molasses – oil, gas.

2. Markets where cassava starch competes largely 
on price with substitutes such as maize and 
potato starch, sugarcane.

3. Markets where the functional properties of the 
starch are desired. Consumer preferences, clean 
label segment, gluten free etc.



Sweeteners
44%

Monosodiu
m Gultamate 

(MSG)
18%

Whole Salers
13%

Modified 
Starch
10%

Paper
7%

Tapioca 
Pearls

4%

Textile
1%

Other
3%

Domestic utilisation of starch in Thailand (14.5% Root Equivalents)
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And on the supply side – the relative competitiveness against other land use 
in the context of different trends and shocks

• Own price and relative prices to other 
commodities that can be produced in 
agro-ecological zones

• Changes in costs of production
• Changing labour costs and ease of mechanization

• Long term climate trends

• Floods and droughts

• Changes in land suitability and land 
degradation

• IMPACT OF PEST AND DISEASE



Cassava farmers and processors in Southeast Asia 
are involved in a constant battle to be competitive

VS



Smallholders cassava farmers part of a larger global carbohydrate market

Large stockpile remains:
Allowed to be used for biofuel

Reduction 
in price 
support

Removal 
of scheme
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Cassava root, dried chips and starch prices in Thailand (world reference)

Reduction in planted area
Flooding in Thailand
Maize price in China
DISEASE ?
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Future of cassava starch?



Drivers of use of cassava starch in food processing sector

Factors influencing growing demand:

1. Desired functional properties in many food applications

2. Reduced cost in modification

3. Consumer demand and clean label market





Conclusion
1. Market and production risk contribute to the vulnerability of smallholder cassava 

farmers in Asia – debt, distressed land sales, migration by necessity, and other 

undesirable livelihood choices

2. An understanding of the global market context in which localised cassava value 

chains operate (farmer-trader-processor) helps recognize the market risk that 

farmers and processors are exposed to – but timely information and decision 

support tools are necessary.

3. The addition of disease pressure will impact the competitiveness of smallholder 

cassava farmers in the global carbohydrate market



Join the conversation at : https://www.facebook.com/groups/1462662477369426/

ACIAR Cassava Value Chain and Livelihood Program

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1462662477369426/
http://www.google.la/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjG58L5nerWAhXLMI8KHZibBGEQjRwIBw&url=http://dofi.maf.gov.la/?page_id=15&lang=en&psig=AOvVaw0vCoa5CstSnpp6Tg48D_c3&ust=1507868476324995


Thank you!


