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Learnings from 
continuous health 

monitoring

Monitoring for possible common problems:
• Parasites
• Anaemia
• Diarrhoea
• Respiratory disease

2020
• Planned to monitor production in 6 villages
• Disrupted by COVID-19…
• Still monitored 1 site: Chakwal District, 

Punjab
2021
• Monitoring during creep feeding trials
• Anaemia, intestinal parasites, diarrhoea, 

respiratory signs
• Serology for PPR, CCPP, FMD, brucellosis 

(underway at UVAS)



Body Condition Score (BCS) is often very low
• Widespread poor body condition in breeding does
• Implications for reproduction & survival
• Easy to measure & train farmers/ advisors
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Anaemia is widespread
• Lots of anaemia at all sites
• Especially in adults
• Easy to monitor using FAMACHA 

technique
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Anaemia is a widespread problem
• Lots of anaemia at all sites
• Especially in adults
• Anaemia = 
– Poorer production
–More susceptible to other 

diseases & death
• What are likely causes?
– Intestinal parasites?
– Haemoparasites?
– Ticks?

More investigation is needed

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

De
c-1
9

Jan
-20

Fe
b-2
0

Ma
r-2
0

Ap
r-2
0

Ma
y-2
0

Jun
-20

Jul
-20

Au
g-2
0

Se
p-2
0

Oc
t-2
0

No
v-2
0

Pr
op

or
tio

n

Adults

Normal Marginal Anaemic



Causes of anaemia need more investigation
Significant worm burdens in some seasons
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Conclusions & recommendations
• Several health problems are ‘flying under 

the radar’
• Rapid assessments & interventions will 

further benefit farmers
– e.g. by District Department Offices, NGOs, etc 

• Monitoring tools are easy – training 
materials available!

• Assessments & Investigations 
–> Effective treatments 

–> More productive animals
–> More successful farmers
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Thank You


